25 months of judicial persecution against our environmental leaders:
Their call to ‘close ranks" against the mining threat is more pertinent than ever.

This February 11, 2025 marks 25 months of criminalization of our colleagues Antonio Pacheco,
Saul Rivas, Alejandro Lainez, Pedro Rivas and Miguel Gdmez, leaders of the Santa Marta
community and the Economic and Social Development Association (ADES).

During this time they have been victims of a false accusation, eight months in prison and the
repetition of the public hearing which in practice is a double trial that violates the principle of
due criminal process according to which no one can be tried twice for the same cause.

The new public hearing was to take place from February 3 to 6. However, the San Vicente
Sentencing Court suspended it, citing the non-presence of the defendants as the reason,
despite the fact that the current criminal procedural framework allows hearings to be held
without the defendants present.

In a letter that we made public, the environmentalist comrades set out the reasons for not
coming forward: they point out that they are innocent, that they have already been tried and
that they have already been definitively acquitted. They also denounce a plan to condemn
them in any way, imprison them at all costs and probably kill them in prison.

Due to this lack of guarantees of respect for their integrity and their lives, they decided not to
validate any longer a flowed process carried out by a judicial system co-opted by the
government of the day, and at the service of the extractive interests that are behind the
reactivation of metal mining.

As Santa Marta and ADES, we value their decision as an act of resistance against
arbitrariness and we assume their call to close ranks against the threat of mining exploitation.
We believe that their call to fight for "national survival® and for the health and life of the entire
Salvadoran population is more pertinent than ever.

That is why today we propose to all social, academic, union and religious organizations, and
to the entire population in general, to become one body in the defense of water, health and

the life of present and future generations.

We consider it urgent to advance in forms of multi-sector coordination and articulation: the
seriousness of the mining threat and the urgency of safeguarding the country from an

environmental disaster of catastrophic dimensions demand it of us.

Definitive freedom for the environmental leaders of Santa Marta and ADES!

Yes to Life, No to mining!

San Salvador, February 11, 2025



25 meses de persecucién judicial contra nuestros lideres ambientalistas:
Su llamado a "cerrar filas" contra la amenaza minera es mas pertinente que nunca

Este 11 de febrero de 2025 se cumplen 25 meses de criminalizacidén de nuestros compafieros
Antonio Pacheco, Saul Rivas, Alejondro Lainez, Pedro Rivas y Miguel Gdmez, lideres de la
comunidad Santa Marta y de la Asociacién de Desarrollo Econdmico y Social (ADES).

En este tiempo ellos han sido victimas de una acusacion falso, ocho meses en prisién y la
repeticiéon de la vista publica que en la prdctica- es un doble juzgamiento que violenta el
principio del debido proceso penal segun el cual nadie puede ser juzgado dos veces por la
misma causa.

La nueva vista publica debia realizarse del 3 al 6 de febrero. Sin embargo, el Juzgado de
Sentencia de San Vicente la suspendié alegando como motivo la no presencia de los
procesados, a pesar de que el marco procesal penal actual permite realizar audiencias sin los
acusados presentes.

En una carta que hicimos publica, los compafieros ambientalistas plantearon laos razones
para no presentarse: sefalan que son inocentes, que ya fueron juzgados y que ya se les
decretd sobreseimiento definitivo. También denuncian un plan de condenarlos de cualquier
manera, encarcelarlos a toda costa y probablemente asesinarlos en prisidén.

Debido a esta falta de garantias de respeto a su integridad y a su vida, decidieron no validar
mas un proceso viciado realizado por un sistema judicial cooptado por el gobierno de turno
y al servicio de los intereses extractivistas que estdn detrds de la reactivaciéon de la mineria
metdlica.

Como Santa Marta y ADES valoramos su decision como un acto de resistencia contra la
arbitrariedad y asumimos su llomado a cerrar filas contra la amenaza de la explotaciéon
minera. Consideramos que su llamado a luchar por la "supervivencia nacional y por la salud y
lo vida de toda la poblacidon salvadorefia”, es mds pertinente que nunca.

Por eso este dia proponemos a todas las organizaciones sociales, académicas, gremiales y
religiosas, y a toda la poblacién en general, hacer un solo cuerpo en la defensa del aguaq, la
salud y la vida de las presentes y futuras generaciones.

Consideramos urgente avanzar en formas de coordinacién y articulacién multisectorial: la
gravedad de la amenaza minera y la urgencia de salvaguardar al pais de un desastre
ambiental de dimensiones catastréficas, nos lo demandan.

iLibertad definitiva para los lideres ambientalistas de Santa Marta y ADES!

iSi a la Vida, No a la minerial

San Salvador, 11 de febrero de 2025.



