
Free the Santa Marta and ADES Community Leaders 

We regret the suspension of the retrial and denounce the strategy of delaying the judicial process 
against the environmentalists of Santa Marta and ADES. 

This Wednesday, April 9, the new public phase of the trial against the community leaders of Santa Marta and 
ADES was scheduled to begin. However, yesterday, in the late afternoon, the San Vicente Sentencing Court 
announced the suspension of the hearing, due to alleged logistical problems and space allocation issues at the 
court where the hearing was to be held. The hearing has been rescheduled again for May 26, 27, and 28. 

We find this justification questionable and not very credible, since the hearing had been reconfirmed 
by the court at the end of last week when it announced an arrest order for the defendants and when it 
issued a summons to the relevant parties, signifying that everything was ready for the hearing to take 
place. However, a few hours before the hearing was scheduled to begin, the court announced its suspension. 

This appears to us, in the first place, to be disrespectful, especially to the diplomatic representations of 
partner countries that have been following the process and were confirmed to participate as observers 
in the hearing. We also believe that it is disrespectful to other delegations of allied environmental 
organizations in El Salvador that, through great effort, came to observe the process. 

And, secondly, we believe that the suspension of the new public hearing is a continuation of a delaying 
strategy in this case. This malicious strategy is clearly evidenced by the annulment of the trial where the 
environmental activists were acquitted, the postponement of the hearing on February 3, and now with this new 
delay. It is a premeditated prolongation of this dubious criminal process. 

The purpose of this strategy is to prolong the suffering of the environmental defenders who are being 
prosecuted and to wear down the Santa Marta community and the ADES association. It also seeks to 
make social movement organizations focus their energy, time and dedication on the defense of the criminalized 
environmentalists, to the detriment of the struggle against the reactivation of metallic mining that dangerously 
threatens the water and life of the country. 

In light of this new situation, Santa Marta and ADES, supported by numerous organizations, collectives, 
forums, roundtables, networks, and other sectors of the Salvadoran social movement and by hundreds of 
organizations, individuals, and international institutions, WE CONSIDER IT APPROPRIATE to reiterate the 
following: 

1. We reaffirm our claim that this is a case orchestrated by the Attorney General of the Republic to 
persecute environmental activism and rthat it reflects the government's interest in reactivating metals 
mining, which is clearly confirmed by the approval of the General Metals Mining Law. This new law, 
approved without any technical basis and without consulting the public, annulled the complete prohibition of 
this harmful extractive industry, a prohibition that was the result of a broad national consensus and a long 
social struggle in which several environmentalists were martyred. 

2. We reiterate that the case is also a manipulation and instrumentalization of  the restorative and 
transitional justice processes, as the real objective is not to investigate an alleged war crime, but to 
use it as a pretext to weaken community organization and resistance in Cabañas. If the purpose were to 
uncover the truth, provide justice, and dignify the victims of the war in Santa Marta, the Attorney General's 
Office and the courts would be prosecuting the intellectual and material authors of the massacres committed 
against the community, and not criminalizing its leaders. 



3. We also denounce that this case seeks to set a harmful legal precedent that would automatically 
criminalize those who participated in the revolutionary struggles of the past. By criminalizing the 
insurgent organizations of the armed conflict as “illicit associations”, the Attorney General's Office is overriding 
the Peace Accords which recognized and legitimized the heroic struggle for democracy and social justice. This 
dangerous game of rewriting history could lead to a legal and political limbo with serious implications. 

4. We reaffirm the total innocence of our environmentalist comrades. They have been prosecuted for 
crimes they did not commit. The Attorney General's Office does not have any real evidence and continues to 
base its accusation on the contradictory account of a suspicious anonymous witness who first said that they 
witnessed the events and then testified that they were told about what happened. There is no body connected 
to the crime and there is no evidence to compensate for its absence. The defendants were already acquitted 
unanimously by the Sensuntepeque Sentencing Court in October of last year. 

5. We reiterate our denouncement that the holding of a new public hearing is double jeopardy; and this 
represents a flagrant violation of the fundamental principle of due process according to which no one 
can be judged twice for the same crime. This irregularity is now exacerbated by the ethical compromise and 
conflict of interest of Judge Hugo Bánzer Flores Alas, who was a member of the former National Guard during 
the civil war, as publicly revealed by one of his former comrades-in-arms last week. 

Therefore, we demand: 

To Judge Hugo Bánzer Flores Alas: withdraw from participating in the trial, recuse yourself from the case, 
and allow another judge to replace you. For the sake of decency, dignity, and the credibility of justice, you 
should withdraw from the proceedings. 

To the Attorney General's Office and the judicial system: end the criminalization and persecution of 
environmental activism once and for all; end the manipulation and instrumentalization of restorative and 
transitional justice; and denounce the reckless attempt to rewrite the recent history of the country. 

To the government, the Legislative Assembly, and the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court of 
Justice: reverse the disastrous General Metals Mining Law, as requested by the Catholic Church and the 
historic churches, the major universities, social organizations, the youth and the majority of the population that 
rejects mining exploitation. Instead of mining, the state should promote urgent measures to reverse the serious 
ecological deterioration of the country, restore water sources, protect the Lempa River, and ensure 
environmental sustainability. 

To the Salvadoran people: overcome your fear, regain your judgment, and exercise your dignity to defend life 
in order to work towards the construction of a truly democratic, just, inclusive, equitable, peaceful, and 
sustainable country. 

Freedom for the environmental leaders of Santa Marta and ADES! 

Yes to life, no to mining! 

San Salvador, April 9, 2025 

  

  

  






