AN OPEN LETTER TO ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, THE SALVADORAN SOCIAL
MOVEMENT, CHURCHES, UNIVERSITIES, ACADEMICS AND SOCIETY IN GENERAL.

Colleagues, friends, brothers and sisters, we are writing to you to express the following:

On October 18, 2024, the six of us were definitively acquitted by the Sensuntepeque Sentencing
Court of the alleged crimes of which we are accused by the Attorney General of the Republic,
mandating our release. This resolution was made unanimously by the three judges that make up
the Tribunal. The trial was fair and in accordance with the law. In its ruling, the Court established
that the statute of limitations had already expired on the alleged crimes and that any criminal
proceeding in this case is therefore no longer admissible. However, on November 22 of the same
year, the judges of the Second Chamber of the Cojutepeque Court annulled the Sentencing Court's
decision and ordered that the trial be reheard in another court. The decision to nullify the previous
ruling was based on politics, not jurisprudence, yet judges must rule on the basis of legal
resolutions. They are judges, not politicians, and this decision was made at the direction of the
executive. This constitutes a manipulation of judicial procedure to which the judges have
acquiesced, demonstrating a total dependence of the judicial system on the executive powers, in
violation of the Constitution of the Republic.

The Court that will hear the case, the San Vicente Sentencing Court, has called for a trial on
February 3, 4, 5, and 6, 2025.

We hereby announce that we have decided not to go along with the manipulation of this case by
the Cojutepeque Chamber's judges and the government, as there is no guarantee of a fair and
lawful trial, and we expose ourselves to a political decision, putting our lives at risk.

This decision is an act of resistance against judicial abuse. We have made the decision not to
appear at the trial convened for February 3, 4, 5, and 6, first of all, because we already went
through a trial that resulted on our release by the Sensuntepeque Sentencing Court. Secondly,
there are no guarantees of a fair and lawful trial as the case is founded on the basis of political
decisions, not judicial decisions.

We are innocent and we do not want to validate the farce of a judicial system co-opted by the
current regime which offers no guarantee of due process or of our safety and well-being. For this
reason, we have decided to take refuge to protect our personal safety.

In December, information was obtained that the Attorney General's office was building a new case
for which they were looking for people from Santa Marta to be trained as witnesses. They have a
list of possible leaders to capture, among which we are included.



Since the beginning of the political persecution against us, more than two years ago, we warned
that the motive was the intention to reactivate metals mining. The president's statements a few
days after annulling the ruling that set us free and the subsequent repeal of the law prohibiting
mining in the country leave no doubt that extractivist interests are behind the criminalization we
are facing. Our real crime is opposing the pollution and environmental destruction of mining
projects that threaten the water, health, and lives of the people of the department of Cabafias and
our entire country.

Finally, we encourage you to remain firm in this struggle, to which we have modestly contributed
through our denouncements and almost two years of imprisonment. This struggle is for survival
on a national scale and the protection of Salvadoran society, as expressed by our Catholic bishop
and the historic churches. It is the struggle of the social and environmental organizations, the
churches, the universities, and the vast majority of our people since, according to the latest polls,
only 23 percent of the population supports the reactivation of mining.

We are grateful for all your support and solidarity.

Thank you very much.

Yes to life, no to mining!!!

Monday, February 03, 2025.



