
 
STATEMENT ON SALVADORAN TRADE UNIONIST DAY (translated from the Popular Rebellion and Resistance 
Bloc, original below) 

As the Popular Rebellion and Resistance Bloc, we remember with dignity the history of struggle, resistance, 
and sacrifice of the trade union movement in El Salvador. This date takes us back to the origins of the 
workers' organization in our country, to the historic strikes of the 1940s and 50s, to the struggles for the 
eight-hour workday, for fair wages, and for the right to unionize; but also to the thousands of women and men 
who, during the repression of the 1970s and 80s, offered their lives defending 

social justice and the dignity of the working class. 

Today, more than four decades later, Salvadoran trade unionism faces a new stage of persecution and 
criminalization under the authoritarian regime of Nayib Bukele. This regime has promoted a neoliberal, 
authoritarian, and anti-union model that aims to eliminate all forms of independent organization that defend 
labor rights. 

During these years of the state of emergency, dozens of union members have been arbitrarily arrested, while 
others have suffered harassment, threats, unjustified dismissals, and even death in prisons under inhumane 
conditions. The rights to freedom of association, collective bargaining, and the right to strike—fundamental 
pillars recognized in ILO international conventions—have been violated. 

While the government promotes privatizing megaprojects, such as the National Hospital Network and the 
transfer of public services to private hands, job insecurity, instability in public employment, wage inequality, 
and repression against those who defend workers' rights are deepening. 

Far from protecting workers, labor institutions have submitted to the political control of the Executive branch, 
leaving thousands of public and private sector workers without a voice or protection. 

Faced with this panorama of injustice and authoritarianism, the Salvadoran labor movement reaffirms its 
historical commitment to defending the labor, economic, and social rights of the people. 

Today more than ever, we call for strengthening union unity and organization, rebuilding the collective strength 
of workers, joining forces with social and popular movements, and continuing to fight for a country where 
there is justice, dignity, and work with rights. 

We commemorate this date not as a symbolic act, but as a day of resistance and hope. May the example of 
the fallen union members inspire the present struggle. 

We call upon all labor, social, and grassroots organizations to commemorate Salvadoran Trade Unionist Day 
this Thursday, October 31, at Cuscatlán Park, at 8:00 a.m., to raise our voices together for union freedom, 
labor justice, and the human rights of working people. 

Long live Salvadoran trade unionism! 
Stop the persecution of organized workers! 

For unity, dignity, and social justice! 
October 24, 2025 

 



 

  


