
STATEMENT

Deterioration of Public Education in El Salvador: Budget, Scholarships, Access, and
the State of Exception

One of the tactics used to dismantle student organizing at the University of El
Salvador has been to strip the country’s only public university of its historic purpose:
defending the interests of the working class. Through the various strategies of the
current de facto government, including previous debts owed to the UES, scholarships
directed exclusively to private universities, and the proposed law to privatize
healthcare, education, and, in particular, the University of El Salvador, this cruel
dispossession has also found internal accomplices, such as current rector Juan Rosa
Quintanilla and Administrative Vice Rector Roger Armando Arias Alvarado, the latter
because of his disastrous statements on August 25.

In this context, we must also point to the systematic deterioration of public
education under the current government. Regarding the 50,000 scholarships
announced by Bukele, at what amounted to a campaign event, Bukele promised a
scholarship program for 50,000 students in their final year of high school, with the
goal of enabling them to pursue higher education. Regarding this promise, we state
the following:

The scholarship would not be enough to guarantee a university degree for 50,000
students, because it has funding of $104 million, or approximately $2,080 per
student, while a three-year university degree can cost an average of $7,000. If the
scholarship covers only one year, once that period ends, the student will not be able
to afford their studies and could be forced to drop out. This is precisely what
happens when scholarships are incomplete or fail to cover the conditions necessary
to complete a degree.

The program is also not sustainable because the resources do not come from tax
revenues, but primarily from a $100 million loan, which the government will have to
repay with interest, as well as from a donation—resources that are exhausted once
they are spent. An education policy sustained by public debt and extraordinary
resources cannot be presented as a permanent solution.

Furthermore, the higher education system must have the necessary conditions to
receive thousands of new students: classrooms, faculty, laboratories, libraries,
connectivity, and other resources. Announcing scholarships is not enough if there are
insufficient material conditions to guarantee access, continued enrollment, and
graduation.



Meanwhile, as public education continues to deteriorate, Bukele uses an incomplete
and unsustainable program as propaganda to win votes and cover up the setbacks in
education during his administration:

There are 238 fewer public schools in the country than there were in 2019.
In 2020, the adult literacy program was eliminated.
In 2025 and 2026, school enrollment declined by 50,000 students in private
schools (30%) and by nearly 8,000 in public schools.
The school supplies package that was previously provided to 1.3 million students
is now provided to 1.2 million.
The school milk program is provided only two days a week.
Between 2019 and 2025, the number of people working in the education sector
decreased by 17,476.
Content related to gender and inclusive language was banned in schools.
The education budget decreased from 3.8% of GDP in 2019 to 3.5% in 2025.

These figures show that the problems facing public education cannot be solved with
the announcement of scholarships. What is needed is public investment,
infrastructure, teachers, food programs, literacy programs, research, and dignified
conditions for studying. We are facing yet another deception by Bukele, who in 2017,
while campaigning for the 2019 elections, promised the UES four regional campuses
and other wonders that never materialized.

We reject any attempt to present the financing of private universities as a substitute
for strengthening the University of El Salvador.

The University of El Salvador belongs to the people and must continue to be a space
for critical education, research, organizing, and the defense of the interests of the
majority. For this reason, we also denounce any attempt to weaken its autonomy, its
budget, and its capacity to serve Salvadoran youth. Education is not a gift from any
government. It is a right and an obligation of the State.

Young people need real opportunities to study, but also the conditions necessary to
remain in school and complete our studies. We need strengthened public
universities, enough teachers, adequate infrastructure, food, transportation,
materials, and access to a critical, quality education. Nor can we separate the
deterioration of education from the situation facing young people under the state of
exception. Criminalization, persecution, and fear cannot become the State’s
response to new generations.



A society that truly invests in its youth invests in education, culture, science, and
organizing; it does not criminalize its students. In the face of this situation, we
reaffirm our commitment to defending public education, the University of El
Salvador, and young people’s right to organize, express themselves, and participate.
We invite young people and the public at large to take part in the march this coming
September 15, called by the Popular Resistance and Rebellion Bloc, of which our
student organization is a member.

Because in the face of dispossession, we respond with organizing. Because in the
face of propaganda, we respond with memory and truth. Because in the face of the
abandonment of public education, we respond by defending our rights.

Public education must be defended!
The University of El Salvador must be defended!
Youth organize and struggle!
See you in the streets this September 15!

Thursday, August 28, 2026.
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