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PEACEFUL EL SALVADOR

Starting in 2021, the National Alliance for a Peaceful El Salvador coordinated dozens of
peaceful protests against state abuses and advocated for democracy and human rights.
On May 30 and 31, 2204, eleven of its leaders and volunteers were arrested on the eve of
Nayib Bukele's inauguration for an unconstitutional second term. These arrests escalated
the crackdown on dissent in El Salvador, aimed at silencing opposition - especially from
the left - and dismantling democratic guarantees.

KEY POLITICAL PRISONERS

José Santos Melara and Atilio Montalvo are well-known historic leftist and social
movement leaders who spent their lives fighting for democracy, and social justice. Melara
is a war veteran, former president of the National Association of FMLN Veterans, and a
former legislator; Montalvo was a key negotiator of the 1992 Peace Accords and a founding
member of the FMLN. Luis Menjivar, a community journalist and university student who
often covered the Alianza’s protests and press conferences, was also arrested.

CASE HIGHLIGHTS

n P The arrests were executed without judicial warrants and under false

lié Frocess pretenses, violating basic due process. The Alliance members are being

VIO|at|0IIS accused of planning terrorist attacks during Bukele’s inauguration; advocates
denounce these charges as false and without evidence.

They have been in pre-trial detention since June 2024 following the state’s
repeated requests for more time to carry out an investigation. Since their
incarceration, they have been denied access to any form of communication
with their family or attorneys, leaving their families without proof of life.

P . The Alliance leaders are older adults with complex medical conditions—
FISoners including end-stage kiney disease, diabetes, hypertension, and recovery

health at from recent surgeries. Their imprisonment in El Salvador’s notoriously
: overcrowded and unsanitary prisons constitutes a life-threatening risk
"sk and may amount to cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment. Attorneys report

that access to adequate medical care has been inconsistent and
dangerously delayed.

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

More than 70 international organizations have called for the immediate release of all
detainees, full respect for due process and judicial transparency (the case is sealed in an
organized crime court), and the cessation of politically motivated criminal charges
against civil society actors. The United Nations has received formal complaints
regarding the worsening health of the Alliance leaders.

To learn more and take action: visit www.cispes.org/alianza



ATILIO MONTALVO: PEACE NEGOTIATOR TURNED POLITICAL PRISONER

José Atilio Montalvo—also known as Salvador Guerra—is an economist
and key figure in El Salvador’s revolutionary and democratic legacy. He
began his activism in the 1970s as a student, joining movements resisting
the military dictatorship.

Later, as a member of the Fuerzas Populares de Liberacion (FPL), co-
founder of the FMLN, and negotiator of the 1992 Peace Accords, Montalvo
helped dismantle the military regime and lay the foundation for civilian
governance.

He joined the National Alliance for a Peaceful El Salvador, advocating for
veterans’ rights and organizing to defend against the Bukele government'’s
authoritarianism.

In May 2024, despite his advanced age and deteriorating health, Montalvo
was arrested and subsequently accused of terrorism and rebellion
against the State in an organized crime court. He has been held for over
a year without a preliminary hearing, and without access to lawyer or
family visits.

LIFE AT RISK IN STATE CUSTODY

At age 73, Montalvo suffers many life-threatening and chronic illnesses.
His family and advocates have denounced that despite a judicial order
ordering his continued hospitalization, police transferred him from a
medical facility to a prison without proper medical care.

In 2023, just months before his arrest, he suffered an ischemic stroke
that left him with impaired speech and balance issues and dealt with
additional health complications in the months to come.

On the day of his arrest, Montalvo was recovering from a recent heart
surgery and had an open wound from a catheter placement to start
dialysis the next day to treat chronic kidney failure. His family has
denounced that while in custody he isn't receiving dialysis as regularly as
medically directed and worry that the three blood transfusions he's
received while in custody signal a dangerous decline in health. He also
faces other chronic illnesses, including hypertension and diabetes.

Montalvo’s likely deteriorating health in custody places his life in
imminent danger. Human rights organizations warn that allowing him
to die in custody would constitute a crime against humanity.

To learn more and take action: visit www.cispes.org/alianza



FROM SOCIAL LEADER T0 POLITICAL PRISONER: JOSE (“PEPE") SANTOS MELARA

BACKGROUND
S —

José Santos Melara (“Pepe”) is a Salvadoran war veteran who coordinated the Alianza Nacional
El Salvador en Paz, a broad coalition defending human rights and democracy. He also served
as president of the National Association of FMLN War Veterans and had served as a legislator of
the FMLN (2012-2018). Melara had been a visible organizer of peaceful protests and a vocal critic
of the rollback of veterans’ rights and benefits and of Bukele government’s authoritarian
policies and re-militarization of society under the state of exception.

On May 30, 2024, two days before Nayib Bukele’s inauguration for an unconstitutional second
presidential term, Melara was arrested at his home by National Civil Police officers who lured him
into custody saying they just needed to ask him some questions—he has remained in custody
since, without access to family or lawyer visits.

® ¢ Along with 10 members of the Alliance, he is accused of “illicit association” and “terrorism”
e o for allegedly organizing violent disruptions of Bukele’s inauguration—charges widely
e e denounced as lacking evidence and of being politically motivated.

LIFE-THREATENING CONDITIONS IN CUSTODY

At age 66, he suffers from diabetes, hypertension, kidney disease, chronic sinusitis, and severe
foot ulcers. He was recovering from surgery when arrested. His health has deteriorated significantly in
custody, and he now faces the risk of amputation due to the lack of proper care.

Despite two court orders mandating his immediate transfer to the hospital for urgent and specialized
medical treatment, his attorneys and family worry that authorities have hindered access to adequate
medical care.

His legal team has requested house arrest on humanitarian and medical grounds, citing the
prison system'’s inability to guarantee his right to health and life. The family has submitted appeals
to the United Nations and to the International Committee of the Red Cross requesting urgent
international monitoring, aiming to ensure the implementation of medical transfers.

GET INVOLVED! JOIN THE CALL FOR MELARA’'S FREEDOOM AT CISPES.ORG/ALIANZA



THE CASE OF LUIS MENJIVAR'S POLITICAL DETENTION

BACKGROUND

Luis Alberto Menjivar lived with elderly his father in
Chalatenango where he is a well known
community leader. He is a student at El Salvador’s
National University of El Salvador (UES) studying
sociology and was in the process of applying to
graduate at the time of his arrest.

Luis is also well known for his work and
commitment to grassroots journalism and
communications work, a role referred to as a

“comunicador popular” or “comunicador social”

in El Salvador, focused on denouncing injustices and on human rights defense. Luis documented
activities of popular social movement groups, such as press conferences and marches for use on
platforms that shared current events with Salvadorans living abroad. He ocassionally supported
the National Alliance for a Peaceful El Salvador with communications.

Arrest & ongoing political imprisonment

e Luis was arrested without a warrant as he
returned home from covering social
movement press conferences in San Salvador,
including one regarding the previous nights’
arrests of several leaders of the National
Alliance for a Peaceful El Salvador.

e Police had been waiting for him all day after
carrying out a warrantless raid of the home he
shared with his father, claiming they were
looking for weapons and confiscating his
phones and work equipment.

e Luis suffers from hypertension and it is
unknown if he is receiving proper medical
treatment. He was also the primary caregiver
for his elderly father.

¢ He, like the leaders of the National Alliance for a
Peaceful El Salvador have been denied family
and lawyer visits and his family and advocates
have therefore been denied proof of life.

Find out more at CISPES.org/alianza

WHY THIS MATTERS

* In an OpEd for Diario CoLatino, journalist

Leonel Herrera described Menijivar's
arrest as “a new offensive of
persecution against Salvadoran
journalism. This time, the target is
journalists and communicators working
for social organizations critical of
Bukele's unconstitutional government.”

Herrera denounced this arrest as
violating constitutional and
internationally protected rights such as
freedom of expression and information
as well as freedom of “association,
participation, peaceful protest and
others related to the exercise of civic
space, as his work was in the function of
civil society organizations.”

His case has been brought to the
attention of the UN and the Special
Rapporteur of Freedom of Expression of
the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights.



