
FREE ATILIO MONTALVO

José Atilio Montalvo: A Political Prisoner in El Salvador

From a very young age, as a student at the University of El Salvador, Atilio became conscious of
the injustices suffered by thousands of Salvadorans under military regimes.

Atilio joined student organizations within the University, being a leader of the General Association
of University Students of El Salvador (AGEUS). He was a survivor of the student massacre
perpetrated by the military on July 30, 1975.

Atilio always saw peace as the democratic solution that would allow for the participation of
different sectors that would guarantee the respect for and protection of human rights in El
Salvador. After the signing of the Peace Accords, of which he was one of the signers, he
participated peacefully in El Salvador's democratic processes, contributing to the founding of the
National Civil Police.

He later completed his studies as an economist at the Lutheran University of El Salvador and has
worked in this field for the last few years. He never stopped accompanying the social movements
and has always been very involved with the university students. He has also openly criticized
Nayib Bukele's contribution to the deterioration of democracy and human rights in El Salvador.

In November 2023, at the age of 71, he had an ischemic stroke that left him with speech difficulties,
balance issues and problems articulating ideas for several months. He was in palliative care,
provided by his family, in order for him to manage the process in the best way possible.

In addition, he has a history of diabetes mellitus, which requires the use of insulin. On April 30,
2024 he suffered a heart attack and underwent life-saving surgery. After this he was diagnosed
with stage 5 Chronic Kidney Disease.

On Monday, May 27, 2024, he underwent surgery to implant a soft catheter for dialysis,
contributing to his especially delicate health. In this state, his sons, daughters, and wife were in
charge of his care with the help of their respective doctors.

On the night of May 30th at approximately 10:30 PM, an unmarked pickup truck driven by police
officers identified as being from the Organized Crime Division (DECO) knocked on his door. His
wife opened the door and a police officer asked to speak with José Atilio Montalvo. His wife told
them that he was asleep but the officers replied that they needed to question him for an
investigation they were conducting. His wife explained that José Atilio had just undergone surgery
and that they could wait until the next day to see him. The officers insisted that they only wanted
to ask him a few questions.

Atilio, in a critical condition and with a catheter in his stomach, tried to cooperate with the police
inside his home, but they insisted that he go out into the street and that he was not under arrest.
ONCE ON THE STREET they detained him and asked him to identify different people through
photographs, while they also took pictures of him. He was deceitfully arrested.

They later reported that he would be transferred to the DECO Investigation Unit located on El
Progreso Street in San Salvador. His wife was never told that he was under arrest or under what
charges he had been arrested.






