Santa Marta Community condemns the arbitrary detention of
Eugenio Chicas, key withess for the defense in the judicial
process against environmental leaders

This morning the former congressman, former presidential secretary of
communications and former president of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal
(TSE), Eugenio Chicas, was arbitrarily detained while dropping off his
young son at the school where he studies.

The Santa Marta community categorically condemns his detention
because, knowing the arbitrary manner in which the police and
prosecutors behave in the service of the current government, we do not
doubt that the motive is not legal, but political.

We have no doubt that the real cause of the arrest has to do with reprisals
for Eugenio Chicas' critical stance against the abuses of power, human
rights violations and corruption of the autocratic regime that is
subjugating the country. The questioned judicial process for an alleged
illicit enrichment being only be a pretext to persecute him politically.

In addition, we do not rule out that his capture also has to do with the fact
that he is an important witness for the defense in the criminal process
against our fellow environmentalists who are criminalized for opposing
metallic mining.

Therefore, as a community we demand respect for his safety, his integrity
and his life; and we demand his immediate release.

To his family we express our solidarity; and we ask all democratic citizens
and the international community to strongly denounce this new abuse of a
regime that no longer respects the most elementary principles of due
process, human rights and democratic rules.

Santa Marta, Cabanas; February 13, 2025.



Comunidad Santa Marta condena la detencion arbitraria de
Eugenio Chicas, testigo clave de la defensa en el proceso judicial
contra los lideres ambientalistas

Esta manana ha sido detenido arbitrariamente el ex diputado, ex
secretario presidencial de comunicaciones y ex presidente del Tribunal
Supremo Electoral (TSE), Eugenio Chicas, mientras dejaba a su pequeno
hijo en el colegio donde estudia.

La comunidad Santa Marta condena categdricamente su detencion
porque, conociendo la forma arbitraria de actuar de las autoridades
fiscales y policiales al servicio del actual gobierno, no dudamos que el
motivo no es juridico, sino politico.

No dudamos que la causa real de la detencién tiene que ver con
represalias por la postura critica de Eugenio Chicas frente a los abusos
de poder, las violaciones de derechos humanos y la corrupcion del
régimen autocratico que somete al pais. El cuestionado proceso judicial
por un supuesto enriquecimiento ilicito seria sdlo el pretexto para
perseguirlo politicamente.

Ademas, no descartamos que su captura también tenga que ver con que
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Por tanto, como comunidad exigimos respeto a su seguridad, su
integridad y su vida; y demandamos su inmediata libertad.

A su familia expresamos nuestra solidaridad; y pedimos a toda la
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Santa Marta, Cabanas; 13 de febrero de 2025.



