
 
	
  

PRESS	
  RELEASE	
  
US	
  Organizations	
  Demand	
  Justice	
  for	
  Central	
  American	
  Migrants	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  

	
  

We,	
   the	
   Committee	
   in	
   Solidarity	
  with	
   the	
   People	
   of	
   El	
   Salvador	
   (CISPES),	
   US-­‐El	
   Salvador	
   Sister	
   Cities,	
   SHARE,	
   Joining	
  
Hands	
   Network	
   (RUMHES),	
   Voices	
   on	
   the	
   Border,	
   and	
   the	
   Center	
   for	
   Exchange	
   and	
   Solidarity	
   (CIS),	
   organizations	
   in	
  
solidarity	
   with	
   El	
   Salvador	
   based	
   in	
   the	
   United	
   States,	
   denounce	
   the	
   raids	
   being	
   carried	
   by	
   our	
   government	
   for	
   the	
  
purpose	
  of	
  deporting	
  Central	
  American	
  families	
  seeking	
  asylum	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  
	
  

The	
  repressive	
  and	
  violent	
  actions	
  of	
  US	
  immigration	
  authorities	
  constitute	
  serious	
  human	
  rights	
  violations	
  and	
  generate	
  
anxiety	
  and	
  terror	
  in	
  the	
  immigrant	
  community.	
  According	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  Nations,	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  Central	
  American	
  families	
  
who	
  migrate	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  in	
  recent	
  years	
  fulfil	
  the	
  requirements	
  to	
  receive	
  international	
  protection	
  as	
  refugees	
  
due	
  to	
  the	
  violent	
  situations	
  in	
  their	
  communities	
  of	
  origin.	
  What’s	
  more,	
  migrant	
  rights	
  defenders	
  have	
  indicated	
  grave	
  
failures	
  to	
  provide	
  due	
  process	
  for	
  this	
  population,	
  especially	
   in	
  regards	
  to	
  the	
  right	
  to	
   legal	
  advice.	
  The	
  United	
  States	
  
has	
  a	
  moral	
  responsibility	
  and	
  an	
  obligation	
  under	
  international	
  agreements	
  to	
  protect	
  these	
  families	
  and	
  to	
  not	
  return	
  
them	
  to	
  dangerous	
  situations.	
  	
  
	
  

These	
  mass	
  detentions	
  are	
  part	
  of	
  an	
  immigration	
  system	
  that	
  considers	
  immigration	
  a	
  border	
  security	
  issue	
  rather	
  than	
  
a	
  human	
  rights	
  issue.	
  This	
  system	
  focuses	
  on	
  militarizing	
  not	
  just	
  the	
  US	
  border,	
  but	
  also	
  borders	
  in	
  Mexico	
  and	
  Central	
  
America,	
   family	
   detention,	
   and	
  mass	
  deportation.	
   These	
   immigration	
  policies	
   are	
   inhumane,	
   and	
   they	
   generate	
   great	
  
profits	
   for	
   the	
   defense	
   industry	
   and	
   private	
   prisons	
   that	
   operate	
   immigrant	
   detention	
   facilities;	
   they	
   generate	
  more	
  
violence	
  and	
  danger,	
  and	
  infringe	
  on	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  migrants	
  and	
  refugees.	
  
	
  

We	
  affirm	
  that,	
   in	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  economic	
  inequality	
  and	
  social	
  violence	
  in	
  Central	
  America	
  that	
  generates	
  migration	
  
and	
  forced	
  displacement,	
  these	
  phenomena	
  are	
  in	
  large	
  part	
  the	
  result	
  of	
  US	
  intervention	
  in	
  the	
  region.	
  The	
  imposition	
  
of	
   neoliberal	
   economic	
   policies	
   like	
   free	
   trade	
   agreements	
   and	
   privatization	
   has	
   created	
   conditions	
   of	
   economic	
   and	
  
labor	
   instability	
   and	
   precariousness,	
   and	
  military	
   and	
   security	
   interventions	
   both	
   during	
   the	
   civil	
  war	
   and	
   afterwards	
  
through	
  the	
  War	
  On	
  Drugs	
  and	
  the	
  Regional	
  Security	
  Initiative	
  for	
  Central	
  America	
  (CARSI)	
  have	
  aggravated	
  the	
  situation	
  
of	
  violence	
  and	
  weakened	
  access	
  to	
  justice	
  throughout	
  the	
  region.	
  Today,	
  under	
  the	
  pretext	
  of	
  putting	
  a	
  stop	
  to	
  Central	
  
American	
   migration,	
   the	
   United	
   States	
   is	
   driving	
   the	
   militarization	
   of	
   regional	
   borders	
   through	
   initiatives	
   like	
   the	
  
Southern	
  Border	
  Plan	
  with	
  the	
  Mexican	
  government,	
  and	
  now	
  as	
  conditions	
  on	
  funds	
  allocated	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  Alliance	
  
for	
  Prosperity	
  Plan	
  for	
  the	
  Northern	
  Triangle	
  of	
  Central	
  America.	
  	
  
	
  

Instead	
  of	
  pursuing	
  repressive	
  policies	
  against	
  migrants,	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  government	
  should	
  stop	
  enacting	
  policies	
  that	
  
aggravate	
   the	
   economic	
   and	
   social	
   crises	
   in	
   the	
   countries	
   of	
   origin.	
   As	
   organizations	
   based	
   in	
   the	
   United	
   States,	
   we	
  
demand	
  the	
  following:	
  
	
  

• An	
  immediate	
  stop	
  to	
  the	
  round	
  ups,	
  
• That	
  Central	
  American	
  families	
  receive	
  humanitarian	
  aid,	
  
• That	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  migrants	
  and	
  refugees	
  be	
  respected,	
  
• And	
   that	
   the	
   United	
   States	
   government	
   and	
   its	
   ambassador	
   in	
   El	
   Salvador	
   stop	
   imposing	
   interventionist	
  

neoliberal	
  and	
  militaristic	
  policies	
  that	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  forced	
  displacement	
  and	
  mass	
  migration.	
  	
  
	
  

San	
  Salvador,	
  El	
  Salvador	
  
January	
  19,	
  2015	
  


